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Dear Associates, Sisters and Friends,

Winter greetings to you all - from the chilly damp north to the snowy south. Draw the curtains,
light the fire, put on the kettle and enjoy a cuppa while you read about what will be happening in
Aotearoa New Zealand during this centenary year.

In the Autumn newsletter Sr Jill McLoughlin brought you up to date with the canonization process.
In this Winter newsletter we include an insert from the Congregational Leadership Team
summarizing the Life and Spirituality of Mary MacKillop and outlining her Foundational Beliefs.
This offers each one of you an opportunity to deepen your understanding and appreciation of the
spirit which Mary has offered to the Church and to the world.

It is also a chance to share this with others either in your Associate group, with friends, or by
yourself. You may like to use the following process:

=  From the eight foundational beliefs listed on page 3, choose one that speaks to you.
=  From what you know of Mary MacKillop’s life, what may have led her to believe this?
= How does this belief find a home in your life?

= How can Mary’s living from this belief inspire and motivate me?

= |reveal the loving and compassionate God when | .. ...

If you are not part of an Associate group, why not invite a neighbor or three over for a cup of tea
and share this reflection opportunity with them or lend them the insert to read? This could be a
very effective way of sharing the charism.

Make no reserves with God. Reject no-one.

You never know what grace can do. (1871)




A warm welcome to two new members of the Associate Leadership Team

| have enjoyed links with the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart,
since attending St. Michael’s School, Remuera in Form One and Two
(1968&1969). There are fond memories of Sr. Gabriel taking us to
Mission Bay to perform musical items for the elderly Sisters. Later my
first teaching position was at St. Joseph’s school in Whangarei, in 1977.
At that time, the Sisters of St. Joseph ran both St. Joseph’s and the
neighbouring primary school, St. Mary’s. The Sisters were very kind to
me. | was a new teacher in a new town and it was my first time living
away from home. The convent was like a second home. In time, the
Sisters also welcomed my husband.

I have been a member of the Whangarei Associate group for six years. We meet once a term, for
reflection. Our current membership is a mix of parishioners and teachers from our two local
Catholic schools, St. Francis Xavier and Pompallier Catholic College. Fr. Damian, from our parish,
is also a member. Some of our goals are to support the work of Srs Tina and Winn, at Tenison, in
Warkworth and to also link with the other Northland groups. We are also supporting St. Francis
Xavier School during its time of reviewing the school’s mission and vision statements. The school
is reclaiming its MacKillop heritage.

I look forward to working on the leadership team and am grateful for the opportunity to enrich my
links with the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart.

Monica Robinson has five grown children and lives in Wellington.
She is currently employed as Office Manager for Wellington
Prisoners’ Aid and Rehabilitation Soc. She is also involved in
fieldwork for the society and works with ex-inmates to rehabilitate
them back into the community.

Her involvement with the Josephite Community goes back to the late
1990’s when she was employed as coordinator for the Seasons for
Growth programme at the Catholic Centre in Wellington. During this
time she made a number of trips to North Sydney visited the grave of
Mary MacKillop and gained considerable respect for the work of the
Josephite Communities both here and in Australia. She also feels that
the statement by Mary MacKillop to ‘Never see a need without doing
something about it” applies equally to her current work as to the work
with Seasons in the past.

Monica Robinson

We are delighted to have Northland and Wellington represented on the Leadership Team!

Sr Michelle Hughey is making her life vows on 10th July
2009.
Love, prayers and best wishes from all the Associates
Michelle




Centenary Celebrations August 2009

Sr Virginia Bourke, an Australian Sr of St Joseph of
Lochinvar in the Hunter Valley of NSW, is coming to New
Zealand to talk to Associate groups in  the North and South
Islands.

More to us than meets the eye: Journeying

with the Josephite Monogram.

In these interactive presentations, | hope to raise awareness of the background story and the past

and contemporary spirituality that fl ows fro
Monogr amo, the design has sersgoh$tflosepla and dosephiter a
Associates/Affiliates, since it forms the basis of the badges worn byuallof | 6 d | i ke t o

challenging commitment involvedomir actually wearing such insignia.

Virginia has worked in Secondary schools in the Maitland and Lismore Dioceses for over 20 years,
both as teacher and administrator and she spent a while as a Religious Education consultant at the
Catholic Education Office. She then led her congregation for 6 years, after which she spent a year
cleaning houses and working in a women’s refuge before resolving to take up theological studies.
Today she works from the Tension Woods Education Centre at Lochinvar in adult faith formation,
her core field being Sacramental theology. Virginia has also been involved in resource work and
facilitation with several provinces of the Srs of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart. She holds degrees in
Arts and Theology and a [very old] A.Mus.A in ’cello.

Date Time Venue Contact

4 August 10.30 -12.30 Te Awamutu Sr Margaret Louisson (07) 871 6709
louissma@ xnet.co.nz

5 August 4.00 - 6.00 Mission Bay Diane Strevens  (09) 5280980
di.strevens@xtra.co.nz

6 August 4.00 - 6.00 Wanganui (Mt St Joseph’s) (06) 345 5047

11 August 2.00-4.00 Dunedin Trish Clark (03) 488 3630

clarkpak@xtra.co.nz
12 August 10.30-12.30 Temuka Sr Lorraine Gaines (03) 615 7132
13 August 10.00 - 12.00 Christchurch Sr Jill McLoughlin (03) 389 6502

jmcloughlin@chch.catholic.org.nz

% Associates and friends are welcome

% A great opportunity to introduce friends to Josephite
spirituality

% $5.00 (or what you can afford) to cover costs
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All Associates and friends are invited
to attend a Celebration Mass on 8" August 2.00pm
at St Mi chael 6s Church, Beatrice

1 Invite your friends and join Josephite Sisters (Federation and Central) from around
New Zealand

1 Bring a plate for a shared afternoon tea

\ﬂ This is a celebramisgddn you wondét want y

Please remember in Thank you to all those Associates who
your prayers: sent in donations after the last
newsletter.

Sister Ann Gilroy
who is seriously ill
and

We really appreciate your support.

Margaret Marshall (Mission Bay)
who died recently

you no | onger wish to receive wiénitsusenmomw
trees or create more rubbish.

Email di.strevens@xtra.co.nzor mail 2/35 Selwyn Avenue, Mission Bay, Auckland 1071
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