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Josephite Associates 
            Friendship    Prayer    Service 

 

Autumn Newsletter      1 March 2009 
 

See the greatness and beauty 
of Godõs mysterious ways. 

Mary MacKillop  1873  
 
Greetings to all Associates, 
Sisters and friends as, this 
year, we mar k the 100 th  
anniversary of the death of 
Blessed Mary MacKillop. It is 
indeed a significant year for 
all who resonate with Maryõs 
charism. We hope that you 
will be able to celebrate this 
in special way s throughout 
the year.  
 
There is a lot of interest 
abou t canonization  and w e 
are all hoping and praying 
that Pope Benedict will make 
an announcement  about it in 
this year of centenary  
 
Some information recently 
sent from the Towards 
Canonisation Committee in  
Sydney could be helpful and 
interesting for you to read.  

Is it true t hat Mary will be 
canonised soon?  
It is our fervent hope that 
she will! As Sister Anne 
Derwin , (Congregational 
Leader ), is at pains to point 
out: we are not preempting 
any decision from Rome, we 
have no indication of timing, 
and no conclu sion yet to the 
official processes. However,  
the progress of the Cause is 
such that people who have 
experience in such matters 
are encouraged by the way 
things are moving. At  
the time of Pope Benedictõs 
visit in July (2008), he 
certainly indicated his 
in terest in Mary, and popes 
before him have been keenly 
aware that Australia does 
not yet have a canonised 
saint We leave the matter in 
Godõs hands, while doing all 
we can to prepare for the 
celebration of this gift to our 
Church and world whenever 
it is off ered! 
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Where will the canonisation 
take place?  
We have no way of knowing 
details such as this until a 
decision on the canonisation 
is made and an 
announcement is 
forthcoming! It seems 
unlikely that the Pope would 
make another long journey 
to Australia in  the near 
future. Current practice 
seems to indicate that 
canonisation ceremonies are 
conducted by the Pope in 
Rome, a clear symbol of the 
universality of the Church 
and her saints. Of course, 
major celebrations would be 
held throughout Australia 
and the c ountries where 
Mary is know n and loved, 
provinces and regions, 
parishes and local 
communities. Most of us will 
be involved in the 

preparation and celebrating 
of these events throughout 
Australia and the world. A 
small representative group  
from the Congrega tion, the 
Church and the people with 
whom we stand in this world, 
would be required in Rome 
for the Canonisation 
ceremony.  
 
When will we know for 
sure?  
We cannot know until the 
process is completed in 
Rome. In the meantime we 
continue our prayers  
 
Let us p ray that Mary 
MacKillop will continue to 
become better known and 
loved as we try to live her 
spirit in our own lives  
 

Jill McLoughlin rsj

 
Here is an excerpt  from Sr Therese McConway õs Autumn Newsletter:  

 
Weõre so grateful that the former CLT had the foresight  

to allow a Josephite community in Scotland and that their decision has been 
endorsed by our current Leaders.  It means that those interested in the 

MacKillop story have a base from which they can visit area s significant to that 
story and learn something of the historical and cultural context of Maryõs 

upbringing.  Having a Josephite house of hospitality was certainly a hope of 
Bishop Murray when he invited the Congregation here.   

When possible we like to sup port our neighbouring parishes and local  
communities in any way we can and recently weõve attended two social, fund-

raising events in Roy Bridge.  
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Grateful thanks to the Associates from Te 

Awamutu for the Autumn Prayer sheet. These are always so 
helpful fo r our own personal prayer as well as for Associate 
meetings.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
To celebrate Mary MacKillopõs feast day this year, there will be a Mass at  
St Michaelõs Church, Remuera, Auckland on August 8 th  at 2pm . All 
Associates are invited to come along and to bring any other people 
interested in celebrati ng this significant feast. Josephite Sisters (both 
Central and Federation) from around NZ will be in Auckland for a special 
centenary gathering so will also be present at the Mass. We invite those 
who come to bring a plate for shared afternoon tea afterwar ds. More 
information will be available in the next newsletter but make a note of 
this date in your diary . 

 

 
We remember in our prayers two Associates who died 
recently. Pat Parker from Tokoroa and Ava Harrison from St 
Heliers Bay.  
We pray also for Keith Cl ark  from Dunedin, husband of Trish 
from the Associate Leadership Team, who died late last year . 
We send our sympathies  to their families and friends.  May 
they all rest in peace.  
 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to all those who sent in donations in 2008. They are 
our only source of income and both help with the cost of the 
newletter and costs incurred with visiting Associate  
branches.  
 




