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We affirm the growing recognition that God is 
gracing many with the Charism, and 
encourages theological reflection on this reality. 
(2007 Chapter Document) 
 
On Saturday 28th March, 2009 a gathering of 
Sisters of St Joseph, Associates and partners in 
ministry converged on the Province Centre to 
spend a morning with Sr Christina Neunzerling 
rsj, who led the group into reflection, through 
theological debate, discussions and dreams, to 
a contemplative place of shared understanding 
and grace. 
 
The initial discussion was a reminder that the 
Mission belongs to God. At the heart of God’s 
mission, as the ancient Hebrew word Shalom 
suggests, is the dream for wholeness, holiness, 
healing, liberation, freedom for all within 
creation and freedom from all that oppresses or 
diminishes life. Those gathered were 
challenged to consider how to create 
community for mission around the Josephite 
charism. This inspired conversations about the 
nature of charism as an aspect of the Gospel at 
the service of the Mission of God.  
 
Some of the expressions of the Josephite 
charism beyond the consecrated life of the 
Sisters of St Joseph, include the Josephite 
Associates,   Josephite  Community  Aid  (JCA), 

 lay people sharing community and ministry, 
Josephite Boards and the more recent 
emergence of Covenant Josephites, a group 
seeking to deepen their connection with the 
Sisters of St Joseph, through entering into a 
covenant relationship. 
 
Themes of belonging and participation in order 
to further the kingdom of God were woven 
through the morning and shone like golden 
threads as a hundred voices combined in 
shared expression of charism as the words of 
Dream Lady – Mary MacKillop, filled the hearts 
and minds and very being of all present. 
 

The Spirit of God has been given to me 
       And the giving has not been in vain 
       The Spirit of God has been given anew 
       So that anyone seeking the truth, 
       the life and the way 
       May know Jesus Christ is God’s name. 
       (Kevin Bates) 
 
Thank you to Sr Christina for her warm, fun and 
inspirational leadership and to the Sisters for 
their gracious generosity in opening up this 
significant formation experience to Associates 
and other laity.  
 
Together we pray: 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 
 

 

PO Box 57 
Kent Town SA 5071 

 

“May the spirit of unity and 
love reign amongst us.” MMK 
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Judith 
Rolevink 
(Artist) 

 
As we gather here today we remember that 
Mary MacKillop walked these very streets of 
Adelaide where we are now and indeed many 
other cities and remote country districts where 
she and her sisters began schools and 
responded to those most in need. 
 
Sometimes she walked in front , as she began 
the Sisters of St Joseph with Fr Julian Tenison 
Woods and stood with courage when 
confronted with challenges from church 
authorities and injustice in the local community. 
 
Sometimes she walked behind  as she coped 
with the struggles of her own ill health and 
tragedies in her own family 

  
but most often she walked beside  and this is 
where she preferred to be; walking beside the 
people, young and old; walking beside those in 
need; as educator  ... walking beside young 
people; as carer  ... walking beside the sick; 
those seeking refuge and those most 
vulnerable in our society. 
 
We honour Mary MacKillop today because 
through difficulties, suffering and hardship she 
trusted in God’s provident love for her, for her 
sisters and the people with whom she served. 
We honour her today because her relationship 
with God, her trust in God, was central to her 
life and gave her comfort in the present and 
hope for the future. 
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I joined the Associates around about 1993 and 
have been part of the Josephite Associate 
Leadership Team since 2007. I was born in the 
Mallee, which is part of Victoria, in a little town 
called Sea-Lake. I am the second eldest of six 
children. This is where my life-long association 
began with the Sisters of St Joseph. 
My mother, along with one of her sisters and 
sisters-in-law, was part of the organising group 
in developing a Catholic school for the children 
of the district. The only order of Sisters who 
were interested in coming to such a hot, dry 
and dusty Mallee (I am sure there is still dust in 
my veins!!) were the Joeys. Our home was only 
three houses from the school, convent and 
presbytery, so we became very familiar with 
‘Sister coming to visit’. 
I  moved  to  Ballarat in 1973 to  commence  my 

 training as a Nurse. Here I meet my husband 
Bernie – who just happens to have a sister who 
is a Josephite! 
We have had several moves – Bendigo (first 
child Bridie-Kate born there), Sydney (second 
child Clare born), Melbourne (third child Sean 
born), Auckland New Zealand, and then finally 
to Adelaide in 1991. 
We became involved in a neighbourhood group 
within our local Parish. This is where I met Joan 
Whitbread who suggested I might like to go on 
a retreat with her to Aldgate, and “join the 
Associates”. At this time I also returned to 
Nursing by doing a refresher Diploma of 
Nursing at Flinders University. I was then 
thrilled to get a job at Flora McDonald Lodge – 
a couple of days a fortnight. Sixteen years later 
I am still there!! 
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10am – 3pm (cuppa at 9.30am) 
Province Centre 

4 High St, Kensington 
 
 

‘Josephite Associates – Our Pathway into the Future ’ 
 
 
 
This day will be facilitated by Sr Christina Neunzerling rsj, the 
Co-ordinator of Formation in the Charism for Mission. 
Sr Christina recently ran workshops on Sharing the Charism in 
Adelaide. 
Join us as this day will be an opportunity to reflect on our 
participation in the charism of Mary MacKillop and our future 
pathway as Associates. 

 

 
 
Please respond to this invitation by Friday, 12th June if you are intending to come and be part of the 
day. This will assist the Committee with catering purposes as lunch will be provided. You can RSVP 
by telephoning Mary McInerney on 8344 3203 (Mary uses the 101 answering service, so please 
leave a message if she is unavailable) or email Mary at mary5em@yahoo.com.au 
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4pm 
St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral 

Wakefield St, Adelaide 
 
Mary MacKillop was born on the 15th of January, 1842 in Fitzroy, near Melbourne, Victoria. She died 
on the 8th of August, 1909 in Sydney, New South Wales. 
 
This Mass will be the main celebration for the year in recognition of the 100th anniversary of Mary’s 
death. You are invited to participate and join the family and friends of the Sisters of St Joseph in this 
Mass which will fulfil your Sunday obligation. A combined choir, which will include the Sisters, will 
lead the singing. 
 
 
 “May God bless you and 

keep you all.” MMK 
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What a wonderful experience! Sharing 
breakfast with 609 other people who have in 
some way been touched by Mary MacKillop’s 
journey and the Josephite charism. Monica 
McInerney spoke beautifully about her school 
days in St Joseph’s School, Clare - about her 
early love of writing and how the Sisters 
inspired her to write about the ordinary things in 
life and that the ordinary can sometimes bring 
out the extraordinary in all of us. 
 
Sitting around a table filled with other people 
who have been part of a similar journey, 
Monica’s story resonated with all of us as we 
were all enticed to reflect on where we first met 
a Josephite Sister. I was encouraged along the 
way to remember the early Sisters who worked 
as part of the Motor Mission and brought 
‘Religious Instruction’ to those of us who 
attended public schools. 
Monica presented to us a beautiful collection of 
 

 stories that enhanced the ordinary into 
something truly personal and special. Our 
thanks to Sr Mary Mercer and those who 
helped organise such a wonderful celebration of 
this wonderful woman, Mary MacKillop. All of us 
share a special journey and story, and these 
journeys culminated in this breakfast gathering - 
a wonderful reunion of like-minded, like-hearted 
people. This Josephite charism has been a 
catalyst in building strong friendships and a link 
that has been woven into our daily lives. A day 
to be remembered for all of us. 
 
I write this piece in dedication to the Josephite 
Sisters who have been part of our lives since 
childhood. We ask our loving God to bless you 
all for what you have brought to our lives - a 
charism that is immersed in our hearts and 
minds as we celebrate this very ordinary 
woman who led an extraordinary life and left us 
with an amazing love of God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monica McInerney and her 
former    teacher   and   mentor 
Sr   Margaret   Mary   Murphy 

 Monica with Beth Smith 
from Clare 

 Monica with Fr Ray Pope 
from the Mid North 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The wonderful MC, Chris 
Ditmar with Sr Marion Gambin 

 Some of the Sisters who 
enjoyed the morning 

 Tricia, to whom we are most 
grateful, for her assistance 
and organisation 
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I have lived in Georgetown for the past eleven 
years. Although raised as a Catholic I had no 
personal contact with any nuns until my own 
three children went to Kilmara School (I knew 
Imelda Bates). I became heavily involved in 
both the school and the Thebarton Parish. 
One night as she was driving me home from 
some function, the late Sr Melita Howley told 
me about the Josephite Associates. Before she 
had even finished talking I knew that I wanted 
to be part of this. 
I have many happy memories. I went to the first 
six Associate retreats at Aldgate and thus it was 
with a touch of sadness  that I read  the  Sisters 

 are selling the property. 
I have also been to many events at Kensington; 
some just for Associates and others shared with 
the Sisters. I have travelled on all the city 
pilgrimages. 
I work as a nurse and spent nine and a half 
years at Flora McDonald Lodge – another place 
of contact with the Sisters. 
If asked what is the highlight of my time as an 
Associate it would be the fact that I was very 
privileged to be on a pilgrimage and sleeping in 
the old convent in Penola when Pope John Paul 
II gave the much awaited news of Mary 
MacKillop being beatified. 

 
Should you or someone you know have something to contribute, contact may be made via any one 
of these ways: 

1. In writing, please post to: PO Box 57 
     Kent Town, SA, 5071 
 

2. By email, please send to: val.debrenni@ceo.adl.catholic.edu.au 
 

3. Or speak to your Country Contact or one of the Committee members, in particular, Mary 
Hemmings to make other arrangements. Telephone Mary on 8355 5365 (Mary has an 
answering service, so please leave a message if Mary is unavailable). 
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Jamestown  Margaret Williams 8664 1739 and Colleen Stewart 8662 4185 
Murray Bridge Jan Howard 8532 4277 
Port Lincoln  Moya Bourke 8682 3655 (at St Joseph’s School) 
Riverland  Anna De Guglielmo 8586 5055 (at St Joseph’s School, Renmark) 
 
The Committee intends to give to our Country Contacts an updated list of Associates in their country 
area. If you do not wish to have your name passed on, please telephone Mary McInerney by the 8th 
June on 8344 3203 (Mary uses the 101 answering service, so please leave a message if Mary is 
unavailable). 
 

*��	��
����	�
�+��	,�
 
Would you like to receive this Associate Newsletter by email? It can be done very easily. You would 
be able to see the photographs in colour and it would also be environmentally friendly. 
Should you choose to be included on this secure list please telephone Mary McInerney. Mary can be 
contacted on 8344 3203 (Mary uses the 101 answering service, so please leave a message if Mary 
is unavailable). Alternatively, you can email Julie Langman on 
jlangman@stjoking.adl.catholic.edu.au. 
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Used postage stamps provide some extra income for the Peruvian mission. If you would like to 
collect used stamps, please leave a sizeable border of paper, eg 1cm around the stamps. Stamps 
can be sent to the Province Centre or posted to PO Box 57, Kent Town SA, 5071. 
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Membership for the next financial year is due soon. Please complete your details below and post, 
together with your payment of $15 which may be made by cash or cheque, to our Treasurer, Gerald 
Hinton who will also be at the AGM. Alternatively, you can see anyone from the Committee who will 
be more than happy to pass it on. 
 

���� --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Josephite Associates SA 

Annual Subscription ($15) for 1 st July 2009 to 30 th June 2010 
 

      �  Miss      �  Ms      �  Mrs      �  Mr      �  ______ (other) 
 

 Name: _______________________________________________ 
 

      Address: _______________________________________________ 
 

     ___________________________ Post Code: __________ 
 

  Email: _______________________________________________ 
 

  Telephone: ___________________________ 
 

Post to: Mr Gerald Hinton 
         25 Chapel Street 
         Campbelltown, SA, 5074 
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Pilgrimages Update  
 

·  24th May: Southern Country Districts 
We will visit historic Josephite sites at Marion, Morphett Vale, Willunga, Yankalilla, Normanville, Port 
Elliott, Strathalbyn, Macclesfield and Mt Barker. 
 

·  12th July: Adelaide Plains and the Copper Coast 
Visiting Balaklava, Virginia, Port Wakefield, Wallaroo, Kadina and Moonta. 
 

·  1st – 11th October: Adelaide to Sydney 
Bookings have officially closed, however, just in case you know of anyone who was hoping to join 
us, I will continue to accept a few extra names and deposits should there be any cancellations. This 
deposit will, of course, be refunded if no vacancies arise. 
 
Looking ahead: In 2010 we hope to have pilgrimages to two different locations. These will probably 
include a 3 day/2 night Northern weekend and also a tour around the Eastern suburbs. 
For further information, please contact the Centre on 8364 5311. 
 
St Joseph’s Old Scholars Functions  
 
24th June  Annual Luncheon. 
16th September Annual Dinner. 
For further information, please contact the Centre on 8364 5311. 
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     Date: 8th of each month 
    Time: 10.30am (Mass) and 5.45pm (Reflection) 
  Where: Kensington Chapel, 286 Portrush Rd, Kensington 
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     Date: Saturday, 2nd May 
     Time: 10am 
  Where: St Ignatius Church, 139 William St, Norwood 
Celebrating 50 years of their profession will be Srs Mary Mercer, Angela Morrison and Teresa Taggart. 
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   Dates: Mondays, 25th May, 27th July, 24th August 
    Time: 7pm – 8pm 
  Where: Province Centre, 4 High St, Kensington 
We continue exploring the story of Mary MacKillop and her relevance to us today. Associates and others 
who may be interested are invited to join these gatherings. For further information, please contact Mary 
Hemmings on 8355 5365. (Mary has an answering service, so please leave a message if Mary is 
unavailable). 
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     Date: Monday, 1st June 
    Time: 7.30pm 
  Where: Adelaide Entertainment Centre 
Presented by Mary MacKillop College, composed by Xavier Brouwer, directed by Timothy Davey and 
narrated by Daniela Scala. Tickets are available from Ticketek. For further enquiries telephone the 
college on 8333 6300. 
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     Date: Sunday, 21st June (please note change of date)  
For more details please refer to page 3. 
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     Date: Saturday, 8th August 
For more details please refer to page 3. 
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     Date: Wednesday, 19th and Thursday, 20th August 
Sr Maria Pascuzzi csj from the USA will be guest facilitator. For further details please contact the 
Province Centre by telephone on 8130 5900. 
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     Date: Saturday, 21st November 
     Time: 11am – 4pm 
  Where: Province Centre, 4 High St, Kensington 
This will have an Advent theme and be led by Val De Brenni. Bring a shared lunch. Further details 
available in the next newsletter. 
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     Date: Tuesday, 15th December 
     Time: 7pm 
  Where: Province Centre, 4 High St, Kensington 
Further details available in the next newsletter. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Throughout her life Mary MacKillop maintained a deep 
faith and trust in God. She was, and is, a source of 
inspiration for many. Despite the struggles she 
encountered, Mary’s strength and courage never 
seemed to fail her; strength to overcome adversity and 
courage to live by the values in which she believed. 
 

 

 
 

It takes strength to be firm. 
It takes courage to be gentle. 

 
It takes strength to stand guard. 

It takes courage to let down your guard. 
 

It takes strength to conquer. 
It takes courage to surrender. 

 
It takes strength to be certain. 

It takes courage to have doubt. 
 

It takes strength to fit in. 
It takes courage to stand out. 

 
It takes strength to feel a friend’s pain. 
It takes courage to feel your own pain. 

 
It takes strength to hide your own pains. 

It takes courage to show them. 
 

It takes strength to endure abuse. 
It takes courage to stop it. 

 
It takes strength to stand alone. 

It takes courage to lean on another. 
 

It takes strength to love. 
It takes courage to be loved. 

 
It takes strength to survive. 

It takes courage to live. 

 

 

“Have courage, trust in 
God and you need have no 

fear.” MMK 
 


