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Hello from the Coordinator

The obsequies of Mother Mary were held with
great honour in the presence of an over-crowded
congregation in St Mary’s Church, North Sydney,
on August 19", 1909. Cardinal Moran presided
at the Solemn Requiem Mass and preached a most
laudatory sermon. He left no doubt that he
considered her not only to be an important figure
in Australia’s history, but a person of such
holiness as to be worthy of the honours of the
altar. In other words, he thought she would one
day be canonised. *

By the time this Newsletter reaches you we will
have come together to remember and celebrate the
100" anniversary of Mary’s death. She truly is a
saint for Australia; pray that soon she will be a
saint for the Universal Church. Paul Gardiner
encourages us all to get to know this amazing
woman so that “Australia’s first saint should not
arrive unexpected and unknown”. Maybe this is
the time to re-read some of the articles around her
life and death. As Associates many are familiar
with her story but it does not hurt to have a
refresher! You will have an opportunity to hear
more about the Cause of Canonisation when Sr
Judith Sippel addresses the Annual General
Meeting in September (invitation enclosed).

The Presentation/Lecture with Sr Lynette Young
was wonderful, as reported in this issue.
Unfortunately the Kincumber working bee had to
be cancelled due to wet weather. | continued to
visit groups at Canberra, Thirroul and Penshurst.

The next Kincumber retreat will be held in
October and a pilgrimage is planned for November
21 to the graves of the founders and others. More
details later.
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! paul Gardiner, sj, Mary MacKillop by Osmund Thorpe, cp, (Sydney:
Sisters of St Joseph, 1994). 203.

Coming Events—Associates

Annual General Meeting
at Mary MacK:illop Place
26™ September 2009

Kincumber Retreat
16™-18" October 2009
‘Springtime God’

Led by Sr Therese McGarry rsj
Cost $170

Sydney Gravesite Pilgrimage
21° November 2009
Bookings essential by 6" November
$30 non-refundable
(See details on Page 4)

Advent Prayer Day
Tuesday 1° December 2009
St Gerard’s
Rear 5 Alexandra Avenue, Croydon
9:30-2:30 p.m.
Advent Theme
Led by Sr Mary Baker rsj
Cost $10 BYO lunch

For further information phone
Sr Helen Saunders on 02 8741 2334

Requiescant in Pace

Peg Bleakley (Mullumbimby);

John Byrom, husband of Margaret (Belmont);
Sr Lawrence Dean;

Bette Ford (Belmont), mother of Margaret and
Jane; Dr Frederick Grace (South Coogee);
Lill Hennessey (St Marys);

Rita Horden, sister of Kathleen Egan
(Quirindi); Jack Loveridge (Lidcombe);

Sr Ita O'Flynn; Flo Perry (South Lismore);
Allie Scanlon - Boambee;

Catherine Tosi (Corrimal)




East Timorese Rosary Makers Group
It was late one sunny November afternoon in 2007
when the telephone rang at home and it was Sister
Helen Saunders wanting to catch up with me for
coffee. Our meeting took place at the Lidcombe
Catholic Club and the outcome was my accepting to
run a meeting in the new year for the East Timorese
Rosary Makers Group. Sister Janine Keatinge rsj,
after working 14 years approximately with the East
Timorese Group, was moving into a new ministry to
work with the Sudanese people and she contacted
Sister Helen seeking someone to replace her for the

group.

Arrangements were made with the parish priest at Our
Lady of the Rosary Church Fairfield to set meeting
dates for 2008 and the availability of the hall. Thereafter, contact was made with the supplier of the rosary
beads stock at Coonamble with fresh supplies ordered to commence the new year. | obtained the existing stock
from Sister Janine also.

As it happened, Sister Angela Grant rsj offered her services to assist me to run the East Timorese Group, for
which | was very thankful. The meetings are held every second and fourth Tuesday in the month, excluding
school holidays. February 2008 arrived and Sister Angela and | made our way to Fairfield for our first meeting
and the rest is history.

The East Timorese people who attend the meeting are very responsive and involve themselves in the activities.
It brings them together as a group as some may otherwise be housebound. The meeting can consist of learning
English, exploring and understanding the human body, playing games (bingo, for one), dancing and having
general discussions. The whiteboard gets a good workout too. Lunch is shared and there is always a variety of
food on the table. After lunch, the last hour of our meeting is for prayer and topics such as World Youth Day
and Pope Benedict’s visit.

However, the main purpose of the East Timorese Rosary Makers Group is to make rosary beads. Their
dedication to this task, for those members who make the rosary beads, is truly a blessing and one which is
carried out in the spirit of Blessed Mary MacKillop. | witness a smile on their face as they present me with the
rosary beads that they have made. Some of their comments on why they are doing this wonderful work are as
follows:

Luiz — what you do in my name, you do also for me

Nancy — rosary beads represent prayers especially for my country of Timor-Leste

John and Elizabeth — enjoy making them as it helps the people in Timor-Leste as they are poor with no
money

Mark and Rosa — helps people in Timor-Leste as the people are poor and the rosary beads are free
Monica — helps to send rosary beads to Timor-Leste to be distributed everywhere in that country
Fatima — likes to help the East Timorese in her country of Timor-Leste
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Since February 2004, when the Group first commenced to make rosary beads for Timor-Leste, the total number
made to the end of December 2008 is over 21,000. The rosary beads are shipped to Timor-Leste from the
Mary MacKillop Centre at St Marys who can receive requests also for rosary beads from a diocese within that
country.

Sister Angela and | continue in the ministry as we work together under the spiritual guidance of Blessed Mary
MacKillop.
Helen Bache, Lakemba



Soliloquy

O tree
S0 massive, so lovely
you speak to me of my many faceted life
reaching down, secure, deep,
but aspiring to the heavens
with many extensions along the way...

Trunk stable, solid....in family values
many loves....husband and children
firm connections
staunch friends

Outreaches to many....the sad ones
Marginalised, lonely, strugglers with health
problems,
causes of various kinds
aboriginals,
underprivileged
mission people

Urging self help in others and myself
trying to retain control

but aware of ageing, breathlessness,
shrinking horizons......

who cares?
God cares—fear not!

Maureen Dean, Belmont
Prompted by huge tree at Kincumber Retreat

Prayers for the Sick

Mary Hannon (Arncliffe/Rockdale);

Therese Horeau, daughter of Patricia Anable
(Auburn); Mary Hough (Warialda);

Les Magee (Blacktown);

James Paul, son of Elizabeth;

Vera and Jack Sivewright, parents of
Christine (Lakemba)

Australian Pilgrimage
In the Footsteps of
Blessed Mary MacK:illop

Bookings now open for 2010

For more information, contact:
Sr Therese Leydon rsj
Phone 0417 683 123
t.leydon@bigpond.com

Sr Monica Barlow rsj
Phone (02) 8912 4818
mmp.ministries@s0sj.org.au

http://www.sosj.org.au/mary/Pilgrimages

Pat and Nina

Editor’s Note: We last published an update from
Nina in the August 2008 Newsletter. Nina has
sent us this update, asking for our prayers for Pat
Turner and for herself as carer from a distance.

On the first day of my visit in March 2009, Pat
showed no recognition of me at first but the staff
made a fuss. She handled my ubiquitous
shoulder bag and said, “Nina has one like this.”
She came on a few activities during the first
week, but somewnhat reluctantly I thought. On
Tuesday of the second week she told me she was
leaving for a holiday next week and she added
that she was fully booked! This caused general
amusement. | went the rounds of the care centre
and asked all those who deal with Pat what she
was like when | left for home and if there was
any change in Pat while | was there. On the first
guestion they were unanimous: there was no
difference. On the second question one nurse
said she was more alert. | have been advised that
I should get on with my life, but being Pat's
guardian | felt I needed to travel over regularly. 1
don't want Pat living under a government
department. The care manager said that made no
difference. There would be no reporting to the
Guardianship Tribunal because there would be no
need. So here I am in my own home and in my
own time. | ring the dementia unit every week
and the care manager sends a weekly email. Pat
still seems to have a satisfactory quality of life.
That is all I ask.

Nina O’Flynn, New Zealand

Coming Events—
Mary MacKillop Place

Adult Faith Education
‘Gospel of Mark’
3" 10" 17", 24" and 31% August

Adult Faith Education
‘Guided Meditation’
14™ and 21% September

Adult Faith Education
‘Mary and Women in Scripture'
26™ October, 9", 16" and 23" November

Adult Faith Education
‘Guided Meditation’
30" November and 7" December

For further information phone
the Ministries Manager on 02 8912 4818

www.marymackillopplace.org.au
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