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TAIMANIAN FORESTR: THEIR BUTANY
AND ECONUGMIL VALUE,

o |From the 5 M. Herald.]

The following intersatin by the Rav, J.
Tenison-Woeds, F.G 8., I-,IE.FF."HI . Mlem.
Boo, NB.W,, RB. Tasm., I8 Vibs, Liom,
N.BW., eto., war roail ot the last meeting of the
Royal Hociety of New South Wales, held on Wed. |
pesday, June 5,

In February, 15374, T viaited Tanmania for a mis-
sionary four toughout the islaod, and for wearly
thres years traversed it varioos distreiots. I had
thus an '.'IE[H!rIIII:IitI of begoming moyuainted with
all tha inbabited ions, excopt the north-west
and gwn o= *)ese plases oa the east cnast. [ some-
tamem o5l for weels together in some localities,
and oo the sonth ocoast made frequent jonrmeys oo
foot amonmet the splitters and fishermen on that

rk of the islnnd. Theso gave me very favorable

intirs for ahaarvation, nnd T was shile in some stuall
degres Lo inoresss the knowledge of Tasmanisn
natural history, Many of the notes made have been

published, nnd some T hopa still to in an
|l.'rl-l|l.hlu phaps hefore the publice. Some are of a

strictly technioal character, but soms have & more
simple aod popular saapect. Sach, for instance, ars the
notes made upon the forests and timbar resooroca,
and I ventare to think it may be worthy of a place in
the Roynl Roeinty's proceeding«il | place befors them

E

what I have heen ablo to note on this suhject. Tt
in wall known that Tasmanis haa in its timber one
of its “lE great indastrial resourcrs, and a mors
intimate kuowledge of what these are osuoot fail to
he of pervica to the public.

Taaman i may be said F\unrull, ta be & thickly
timbored country. With the exception of tha
tablslands and the .ll‘l';ﬂl betwern the main renges |
aod the ses, the soil ja gensmally olothed with
forest. Bt thosa foreats are not the timber-jro.
docing forests of the ialands.  Tiwess are sonfined to
& faw ities, and are limited in extent, The
are omly found in the varrow deap gorges an
gullies procesding from some of the highest moun-
taion. They (o not appear to bo conlived to auy
partioolar soil, though seme of the heat aro found on
medern (Tertiary) bassltio rovke. Noither are they
confinesl &n mny particalar beight above the ses
lavel. The Haa timbor vear the Millhous Falla
grows in guilies 1000 feot and more above the ae
whils the forests oa the baoks of the Huon am
Kermandés descend right down to the besch, The
aspects of thess forests are most peonlinr and quibe
diffarent from the thickly timbered oountry of other
parks of the island. The ra%htmn in dense snd
e i e g

ara t ng blue gum tress,

which name I shall always refer subsequently ta the
Euulf]:tnl globinlas, sy grow so closs together
st quits to shut oot the peospect, but so straight
and wand.like that the slim lincs of lark look like
fine ormamental graining. ‘They are of immanse
height. 200 fest withont s branch is net st all on-
oommon, and there mre very many troos raoging
from 300 bo 400 fest high. Long bands of bark hang
down from their sides and soross their branches,
and thess, when set in motion tha wind, keep
np a constant rattle and creaking, filling the Th:
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wize, Far shove one's head twinkling in the day-
light, which oonirasts so strongly with the sombre

roen atmoiphere sronnd, a moderate toft of leaves
n seen at the summit of the ul yat magaive
stem, The branches look nothing beside the butt,

and in reality the effect of the erown with the
nr;ﬂlinn branches and ragged untidy strips of bark
in dizappointing and insigniHoant,
L character of the Eocalypton asserta iteell,
which is in the strongeat contrast to tiie regular
snd so extremsly graceful stem, Hesidoe the E.
gintnlus there s slways a very dense growth of
other bat smaller treea, In Taamaniz it is geoorally
what is called Saseafran { Atherosperma moschatum)
muskwood (Olearia argophylla), beech {Fagos Cun-
ninghami}, pive {Fi & rhomboidea). Undernaath
this there im always au almost impenetrable scrah of
gcl.r trea (1" rrin elliptica), atinkwood (ZKiera
mithii}, varisd with fern trees, mﬂy any othar
than Dicksonia antartics, with an undergrowth of
Lomaris Patersoni, eto.. Sometimes the forcat is &
littls changed in appearance by s dense growth of
Bedfordin malicina, Olerea rosmarinifolia, Sensclo
Inutes, ausiralis, sod velleioides, (Menres viscosa®
and E‘I‘::Inlma, Aster ramulosne, nte. ; and it is
vary besutifully eovercd over with the sliowy hloa-
soini, oF 6l mors Whowy sedd-vessels, of tha Cle.
maliv sristata.

Ta n casval aheorver thera secms to be absalutely
oo difference between these forests and those of the
dividing range in Victoria ; aa, for inetaoen, oo the
Upper Yurra and along the Wooda Point romd, the
great bulk of the vegotation ia certainly the same.
Thus the (Hearea rosmarinifoliom, Aster s*allulatus
and ramxlosus, Pamaderria olliptica, and Bedfordin
nalicing moet the eye on evory side. The two laast,
indecd, alinost exclude every otlier undergmwih,
the long varrow wtema of the Pomsderris forming
almoat impenctealile thicketa on the Rlack Hper,
But the Kuoalyptus, though identical in sapect mnil
Irmfl.ll height, in not the rame apecios, K,
amvgdalmat taking the place of K. globulns, which
in the more singular as they are Loth accom od
I}rﬂﬂnfy hark tress, E. obligus, which ailects the
eame lufty habit in both loealitics. The fern tros
in different : at least Dicksonin i not #n common &8

; Almophils wxeeles ; the other eommon plants are the
same in both plases, such as Olearen argoplivlla,
(Meonres wtcllulata, Fagus Cunningbami, Dnmya
sromatica, swl the comwmon Lomaria ol
attention, of course, will raveal & good many diffor-
enoas. oo will misi numerces (amiliar beautioe of
tha Tasmanian forvsts, and their pluces will ba
taken by form an Pﬂ:n!lll‘ amd |ntqmting_.

Thw clen roseniliance 138 mote remariatis i° wa
henr in mind how very distinet sod sl moat complate
these forcats of Tusmania sod Vietoria are from
thosa of Now South Wales st the eset wide of the
continent. Thers the Husalypti are diflerent, and
the wndergrowth of shrube §n almoest ontiroly
different. The vagetation ts sub-tropica in alinracter;
at least as far south an Ulladulla The ntio
nettle { Laportes gigas) and cedar [{'edrela Ausiralin)
tako the of Fagus Cunniughami ; whila the
forn trees wre few in comparison with the atately

Heaforthia clegane aml the cabbage-treo

L N
rd phia Anwtralis) shoot up continually high sbava
tmruuh. and vie in elevation with the ok

turpautine (3ynearpis Iup&t#:hh} and ironbark

Fucalyptoa wnid loia o mob-tropical vines
id' nn-TuL d:u:il;}l'i:m ttnd the vegotation into
maasive walls of dark shiniog whils the stems

of the tress are varied and road with immenss
fronds of tha epiphytic ferns, Asplonlam, pidus and
mnn alicorne, which Lers resch their par-

Thare are eome faw points of resemblance
between the Eastern forestn and those of Tasmania.
(Hearia srgophylls ia fonsd in bath, and it ia in the
New Booth Wales foreats only that ite sdour of musk
in fully developed. In Victorin the scrubs are in
some places (on the slopes of Mount Juliet, for
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some places fon the of Mount Julet, for |
instance} crowded very thickly with the donse
bushea of Prostanthera rotundifolis, & lahiste

of vary pretty flowers but most oifensive adour,
which seema ko bo given off from & sticky resinous
oxudation shoanding in the branches mnd leaves,
The samas shirnb s very common in the serubs of the
| Tilawarra and Shouthaven distriets, equally sbun-
dant, and cqually effensive. It in found in N, Tes-
mania, hu:m-]] never notiom] it smong the timber-
| producing foresta of Taunania; indeed jhers mre
ut few apecies common to all three, Those fand
pommonly in Violors and Tasmanis are nut commaon
in New ®Sooth Wales, and thoss oomnion in the
forests of the latter colouy are cither abeent from
Taamania ar from Vietorine O goorsa this is g .
ing in & general way. Thera are exveptinne, which,
howaver, do oot go far boyond those 1 have men-
tioned, to which | might Laptospermumn lanigers
Traviesis latifolin, 1% ulicina, Hakea puginniformis,
(ileichenin dioarpa, (i, (lubellats, and a (ow others,
PBofore | pam on te the connideration of the timber
products | may any & word hero sa bo what [ regard
an the cause of tho singulsr height and straightneas
of the Kuealyphi in these forests, This is- s peeul-
jnrity almost restrioted to Tasmanis and Victoria
The treca grow to & t height in the forests of
New Hoyth Wales, but nothing like the aliitudas
they attain in the other colonien In thin respect
the greatost hoight seems to be reached ln Vietorin.
Treon have heen Tolled which mossured over 400
foat, and it in common to ses them in bath colenics
rining 2000 fevt amid mors, as III'I;'ighl. as AN arrow,
belore souding forth abranch, Now, in whal way
are wo acconnt for this?  First of all it most be ob.
sorved that we never see thin kind of timber except
in very deep gullien, whers weo may way the light
in almost shut out by the rich elea vegotation, and
where tho subeoil s probahle saveral feet of & homne
composed of decayed wood and lonvos.  As soon as
the seads of the gum tres germinate they shoot up
with extraordinory rapidity. Young stoms may be
constantly seon twonty-five to thirty feet in height,
and the stem not bwo juches aoroes near the ground
At tho top there mre only & few leaves, set on
small twiggy branches of them ocould be
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mﬂuul:t shoss of the Black Spur. But st about
below the sammit the timber becomes
stnnted and “f.d and those lofty tress on the
slope which send these bravches thus lar partake of
the knotéed twisted charmcter, and lisve them all
very mingniarly hent IJH'I!II.I. the summit by the
pmv:ﬂng direotion of the winds to which they are
ax A

Ik is & very important fack to macertain il these
views &8 to tha growth of the Eucalyptus are
oorrect.  Thers are GE:‘! of desp ahady
gullice in the monon of Europe whaore
the experimont might bs tried. Io Norway
and in soma of ths h..llup of tha Alps favourablo

amnuinmﬂ:nhny-mnﬂhﬂnumi had
rinen aroiuud timber, that was quite recontly felled,
1 nnulld dor tgl:::;lm ﬂﬂr d:ﬂhll:iu I:nttomm Hi‘::
mndd W ht growth, w m oanily

ﬂn‘tﬂl in othor m':im where this (to my wind
the most wonderful) Lr:purl{ of the Encalyptas
might ba developed. Una iz the extreme richivss

moistire of vogotable aoil ; seeond, porfost ab-
semoa of disturbance, oven hiy the wind ; thind, the
muﬂimhmnil;rumuﬁﬂd light, whiah eansea
this yonng plant to throw out bat fow branches or
leaves until the light of day in 1eavlied, which is
often ab & hoight of ouwe buwdied fect or more
above the root. It must be remembercd alen that
in the young state of Kooalypti, with fuw « xooptions
the leaves mnd young branches nre quite -of & dif.
forent patbsrn and plav from those of the mature
tree. Tho earlior atages fall away and leave the
troe atill more bare se it grows up, That light

0 Th Ind). viscosn which [n wadd to have o musky

:ﬂ;‘:n“imt I have never obwerved |t excopt on O, argo-
+r'l‘hi| tree, which, ma pepperaint gum, has a poor

and wu-lhlr?- ulmrtﬂ:hl;ﬁ ;F:Iu. -il!n. Lwex viviem I the

shaded gallies of domemt Rauges

fimosd el loftisal treen of the world,

whe of

and shado and sbeencs of movement are the wain
tanuses van bo sanily seen on the more ex  wuime
mils, I.u#; Mounk Jlll‘ﬂi“'lh- trees l:d H:; are
very i Shough aot moat lofty of
thoss of the Black Spur. But ab i

i
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National Library of Australia

places might very amily ba found. T am convinesd
that the trees are of very rapid growth. and even
the largest ara nok of t age. Cold does not
affect them, In man :Errhu llira of Turmania
the snow lies around EIL treen for six months of the
year, or sven longer; and in Victoris the same
krees are sometimes exposed to 8 very high tempers-
ture, Ths scolimatination, therefors, onght rot to
hilml‘hhrdgrﬂl il . neither would much
time ba required for the experiment, Baron von
Mosller sasures pe (" Beleci Planks') that the
E::jph is much more bardy than the orange or

It in & very interesting iu&uir;r to know how old
ara the stately trees whi lo these [orests.
Judging from their size, one would be inclined to
refer to them o grest antignity. I was'very anxions
to oollect data on the sabject.  BPut to nearly all my
inguiries I only roceived mere guesses. From 200
to 300 years wan the general reply. 1 found, how-
ever, in Mr. Hill, & sogroe of inlormation st once
reliahle and valnabla. Mr. K. Hill is the proprietor
of an extensive sawmill st Honeywood, an the Huon ;
bie is also & abipbuflder aod hop-growar. 1t is from
him that I bave derived the most of tho statistioal
information in tha paper, and the facts which did
not come under nH persanal ohservation ; and I
take this opportonity of thanking him for his
roadiness in affording avery aid to ingniry, aad ex.
rees tha hope that the o may long profit h
is intalligence, indnl&rly, anterprise.  Mr. !Iiflr
asnirod ma that some of the gum trees, aod parh
| all of them, shed their bark twioe in the year, Ths
| otringy hark {E. obligua) is one of tha most strilin
| instances of thia, ¢ farther informed me t’ng.
hearing & laotore from Mr., Bicheno on the growth of
treen, and the statement that a riog of wood was
wided to the diamster each year of
g treu B Mis phodam . Halass Towe,, thy. 28 OF
gum-tree in en rt Town, BET
whioh he =as wure of, sa bis brother had it
eightoon years pravionaly. He fellad it and connted
the ringe, and found them to be thirty-six in number
or twn for every . From this, and from
k a8 dsscribed, and a long

watched the growt of

for the ik twenty yesrs the ave prowth
about one inahlljmnu hruni"..

thousands of trees felled, ouk up in his mill, he has
mot found one over 73 years and & very large
mﬂudﬁ-mm in compossd of
about 50 of age. Quite recently ha has
had & wory "ﬁ!}:ﬂ
thess nheervations, At ' Bay (between
co and Boathport), & ook on tha farm
of Me. D). Tlafton was o for tha pu af

oultivation, It was exscily sixteon years this mm-
mee (LE77-74) sinca & orop was taken offit, and it was

uite ow with sapli which were all oot
llm . Hill, at my request, wrrote to Mr. Haf-
ton, reqgu him to oxnmine the stumps, snd I

m y. * Ladies' 'ﬁli. April 26, 1878,

Il! to your reqoost I you the result of
my nation of the stumips of young mplings in
the paddock which we are now ciearing,  Number
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:}ﬂ b kh'-hi‘-:h We hre niw n:l:-ﬂn;.n Namber
rings in the longest saplinge, thirty-three ; =ize
ncrons the heart-wood w the rings ceass, one
inch, The rings, I ohserve, ara not an equal dis-
tance {rom each other, some of them being thres
times the siza of tha othars, On nu.kingl enquirio
1 tind heyond a doobb thet it is exactly wixbeon
yrars this summer sinoe the last orop was taken off
the. paddock. —Yoors traly, 1), Harmox.” From
thess fnota T think wo may safely adopt Mr. Hill'a
conclasion that there are dwo !iup of h for
sach year, and that the talleat treea of forast,
the pant timber of Tasmanis, rangs from filty-one
tn seventy-five years
* 1 may mention hers incidentally two inconveni.
ences to which the Tasmanian forosts are sabjectk,
One in the '"tick." This la & small insect which
livis on the fern leaves. It burrows readily uoder
the skin of sny animal upon which it creops and
produces mach irritation and inconveniance. It is
saiill somutimes bo canne the death of doge, onlvea,
{ and goats. I do not know whether the ien in
the same as that whick is found in the fern gullies
of New Bouth Wales and (ueenaland, whers their
bite is reganied, though erronsoosly, an almast
venomois.  The other pest is the sbundance of
leechies which swarm the ondergrowth,  Afier oven
||.'|1' t rain they come put in grest numbers;, mnd
| unless a podestrian talkes preosutions apainet them,
[ pivd keops s eareful walch, they may oot ooly be
|pninl‘ul t dongerous in their nttacks, A similar
plague owed a0 dgommon on the opon swampy
| plaine of the south-eastern district of Sooth Aus.
tralin, especially on the Moegaito Dlains.  (attle
sulforsd much from them in the long grass, bot of
| laka years thoy have disappoared,
| The principal nse to which the timber ix putia for
what is called ** sawn stufl,” coopers’ ataven, ahingles
| and palings. The shivgles are for the moet park how
| mude by young girls, and they do all the work,
even in some instances to the felling of the trees,
It is not every troo that will it for the porpose.
16 must by & young tree, ar “apar” aa it ll.l enllod
liers, munl muet ba very steaight in the grain.  This
in nsonrtained by outting a square I:II‘L‘H:IE out of the
sirle at about 10 ar 15 feet from the oml, A
stont young sapling is fiest oat down. 5:::. with &
gool stroog fork is necossary, and thus it is seldom
& Enoalypt. Tt is out to m length of 18 or 20 foet,
A deep uotch Tor & foothald 38 oot & little bolow the
fork, and it is then rerted agoinst the tree which is
to be tried. The woodoottor then climba to the
fork in which one fook in placed, and the othera
liktle below on the noteh, This gives a firm snough
footing to wield tha axe, The treo ia them ried,
aod it foond woikable, & stage is erected st & haght
of ten or twelve fesk from the surface. From this
the tres in fellad, It not unfroygoontly happens,
however, that tho laboor iz in vain, na 1he
timber in so closs around that the tree will Dot
fall. Tt merely topples over and reclines sgainst
ita peigbbonrs,  The “4ryiog" a great height from
the groand, swd the stege ln scldom necemary axcaph

for wary heavy timber, Ths '"spars" are wore
enaily t with ; whan fallen they are rapidly cut
into shorta lengths with a aroascut saw. Tha hilleta

sre agnin aplit with wedges loto the requisite width,
“xllﬂ::n h‘; s raphl nr'::.nl blows I:"i;'l:h & wooden
mallot and & shiugla kaile, the sliinglea are l?i‘h
twn being generally alit with one blow. The
shingle knifa in first used a8 8 wedge : the handle,
whioh iw at right angles to tho back of the blade,
then ia worked an a lever to widon the openiog, in
which the hand ia imserted while the koife is
worked down, Tha wet aap of the wood fs fnll of
tannin, with which the iron of the knifs combines
to make & deap black stain wherova it reats. The
poor girls who work at this trada have their hands
slmoat permanently staioed s deap inky line.

Wihere tho useful timber grows the broshwood is
alwens on thinle Ehak weanlar tracke havs Gk b s

National Library of Australia

Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), Wednesday 26 June 1878, page 3 (3)

Where tho useful timbor grows tha brashwood in
always #o thick that regular tracke have first to he
onk to the places. First of all the owners of the
different enwmills run out tramways in various
direchions for 4hroe or lonr miles, These tramways
are of the simplest kind, being morely ceom sleepers
on which equire wooden ruls are pegged down ;
yeot they are ralbor exprosive structires, because of
tho many bridges that have to he made over the
punierons orecks, rom various paints on thess
tramwoys tracks sre cut into the thick scrab. First
of all u gigantio gum treo ia oot down, and it stem
in unod an = bridge over the brunhwood, thos Jeading
208 or 400 fect into the scrab, and often srchin
pome feat above it ; from this the track is ul‘r‘rlill
further, either by cottjog fresh brocs, or by geing
the stem of {een troes either as Mights of stepa or
pathways,  Thos, haps, the scrub will be
penetrated for bhall & mile, sad the huge and lofiy
timber will be seen vising oo svery side. The scene
in onn of poculisr beauty. Dull-green 1a ihwhh
and the perfect stillness snd quiet is disturbed by
nothing but the distant rostling of leaves far over-
hend, the scund of some woodman's sxe, or the
peculiar ery of the wattle bird i_'.-‘.nthwh:grl
inaurta), or the loud mmack of the whip Bird

{I'ne d'tl||:!’ll'|l glaugura), The ground is carpeted
with brig iigrun mos, & t ea and Howers
spring up all pround, and brown stems of tha

fern tress, bearded with H bhyllum snd sur-
mounted with whorls of palm-like fronds ehat in the
viow on every side, snd make the seclusion lovely
beyond desoviption, The whale place is, however,
dripping with moisture, #0 that the poor young
workers be maid to be always wet throngh.
Thoy maks their shingles into bundles of fifty, {ast-
onod round with of ﬁm bark, bat ms tight
and com| an il the whole mass were of stove
Thia ia done I:rrt{l‘l'fupn bundle of somewhat less
than the number and then wedging in the remainder,
A bundlo of (resh shingles will weigh from G0 to 6l
Ibe. Yeb I have scon young girls of 107 years of nge
earryingout twa of such burtles on their shonlders,
They divide the labour betwoen themusalves in this
way, that n party of four, often sistors; will have
two for spditting and felling and two for ** carrying

ont." Thov srrange resta or ' spells” s thay are
ealled, every lurlong, which s » small stage of i:.{'
ahout thres feet from the ground, The bund

shingles has a long peg driven in the centre and two

| bumidles are held tagethor by & eross sbrap of bark,

The * carrier ™ wthops with her back towanis the
bunadle, rainos her hand over hor hesd, and by meavs
of the tws pegs tilts the loal on to her shoolder
and staggers mlong to the firet * apell,” rh_:-rnl
the b in alid down ou the stage for & while,
1t s certainly & most unfeminine ccoupation, anl
shill dews in it ndapted o comparative children
The splitters are very often utterly uneduoated
Yot in apite of the w oung females are thu
urm& n the midet :f:i. mn;.I:-n! an #:.1..'::
entirely ex.conviet  populstion, ¥ B W
s il::rllrm'l.':lult and woenderfnll mﬂ‘“ﬂl B0 e

| Vigioum fmpressives and teaching, The hoys amd

girla are able to earn shout 2a. GL or da » day,
while men can male from 0a. to Ta. Thero seoma

to be no sonrcily of employment, bub the supply ol

Lubitur in at loast not leas than the demand. Mosk
of the sawmillers keep their own stores, so that mosh

of the wages are taken ont In ; and though
bhdh-ﬂf:hm:::::‘ on both b L
the very faw for small o
ssttla in thees wild districts remders syriam

almost unavaidshle.

The larger timber, which ia usofal for heavier
irpasia Lian shiogles, ia treated in o different s
& trovs, whion they are felled, are cut into leagt
of 10, 12, ard 14 fout, acoonting (o the nature of
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The trees, whon they are folled, are cut into leagths
of 10, 12, ard 14 fost, acconting Lo the nature of
tha ¥ -Iuifl" asit in called, The hoge rvand

thus mu]hni:i rolled down to the -djc of

tramway, or drawn by bullocks on & kizd of whesled
sleigh. 16 is thua brooght to the sswmill, where i
in ppeedily out ap into, * sawn stall.” The Shicks
nead and length of conrae da apon bhve kind of
timber pequired. At the time of the gold fover

reachod o prosperity which hsa mever bhesh sten
befora or siuce, the devinnd was enormous.  Bak 1§
conld not be eutb toalight. The thinneat
studs, palings, sad battens wers sure to
n:ldi;tdlgl-. I Tha stata of the mt:i:h
andt iffi cuilty of axplaio
At the preson {hnm rﬁ: flnctusting,
the supply Iy in axcean of the demand,
favourita timber used for sawing in st
{Evealyptus obliqua}, and bluc-gum {En
| ﬂuhulul.]. Tha in most in wse— it
canse it is more abundant, but probably,
ﬁlnn i;‘i:ﬂmlm Iimhurlud Imote I;l..l:ru:ﬂ
they sy to work, It is prelerti
of carpentry whers mpro strougth is required
pine wonld farnish, But there in & second
of stringy-bark which is callel hiere * gom-
atringy-bark." 1 bave very Littlo doubt that
Eua un virgats, of Siebold. Tha Rev. W, W,
Spicer han made known its existence in Tasmanis,
whioch was not hitharto recorded. [t in the Moun-
tain Ash of Now Hooth Wales aplitters, and ocsnrs
in the south-oastern part of this colooy and in Vie-
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torin. In Bouth Aastralis it is & mere bush
fifteen ta I*Eu:l.{ foct high. It is like
stringy-bark in the Hbrous twisted bark, buk it ln

very much more like the blue gam in the leaf,
I never examined the seed vessels or flowers. The
wnod is lighter in coloar than Lucalyptas obligua,
which goos by the namn of brown steiagy-bark.

' gum-top " in cloge-grained, and very lew are sblo
to distinguish the timber from the blue gum. 1k s
mnch nesd for shipbuilding parposes,

TPt for all work where N gth, snd dure-
blity are required Eueslyptus givbulus, or blua g.-
is most in demand, 16is gen pm‘i‘l‘ﬂlh{ d
sywyers, wha gub up the trees w they fall inthe
foreat. Iis nses are very various. [t s in demand
for bﬂdﬁ" railway slogpera, conch and whesl
work. Hat fo shipbuilders it in invaloabls, 1t
the very best planking for ships bottoms, It has
the propety of & swelling under water to such an
extant that it bepomes s matter of some difioalky
‘:1“:11? mtorm when t:rh::_h ars poi wpon
the slips for coppering, properly seasoned
umt :idmb-r for Iuhnn.ﬂ . hnh.m ] riba,

8 -I'Irllfvrl. uk m
mens s reqoired in solecting the tinilr.dﬁ
pinccs that contain heart-wood of sap-wood musk be
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trye serviceabls blga t: muat eoma from
| aircumferancs of the tres, &
bark and cenbre, i ik

Thers ara other trees osed bosides those,
are not the main srurces of mpply. Tbudlbm
Huon pine (Iorydiom Franklinh, Flooker) in mnch
in demand, baot gedting daily iwors soaree. It im
only foand in & few remote far In the mous-
tain ran The sources of tha Picton ia now tha

'nﬁpf.ﬁndit; whenos this timber s derived.
g:uumr tree, much uped for apars, s the oelery-
topped plae (Phylloclades rhomboidalia®). It
much more common than the former. askwood
{Olearea argophylla), dogwood {Budfordia nﬂ:m
are usad for orusmental [lurf-ﬂoi with light
{Acpcin melsnoxylon) she-oak {Casesrine strictal,
and other trecs.

The blackwood {Acacin melanoxylon) la largely
waed for oil caaks, and ia the only wood we bave
in Australis, s far as we know, that is suitabls
for the par The tree, an IErud soil and wall-
| watersdl valleys, resches a boight of dighty feeb
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for the par The troe, on good soil and well-
watermd vallsyn, reachea s beight of uihli feot,
with o ntean several feet in Jdismceter. It @ aplib
into staves six by three incoes thick and six
long, and thon shipped from the Tamar to Victoria.
The wood ia also nnmi.d.ubl:d mtk:.:l.u shls for farni-
ture, rail way carringes, bonts, casks, billinrd

[ﬂnTﬂ [lnrrluuu-‘llug hoards and uﬂmm
numercos other pnrposes,  Bilvor watile (Aoscis
Aecurronn) in also much used for staves, from twenky
inches to five feot Tong, 1t in shipped in qoantity
te Victoria aud nesod for bee! aond water casks,
Trocs from twolve to twonty-foor inches in dinmeter
ara the nsoal sizes worked ; bot they become daily
sonrcer from the faot that they are snnually des-
troyod in hundreds of thousands for the sake of the
valuable bark. The bark snd gum of this fres sre
beooaiing daily more esteemed nee of the many
dyeing purposes, for whish it is foond they wre
lﬁnuﬂ upequaliod. . Young trees are still very
gommon, but tho time is not far distant. when
Tasmanian colonists will find it worth their whils to
onltivate thom.

The sassnfras {Atheragperma moschatum) is found
to he very valuahls forsash and door work. Tha
myrtle or beech (Fagus Cunninghami) s 'H’:‘."ﬁ
prived for the eame purposes, and indeed afl
of Tight joinery.  Tatterly sash and dror machinery
have boon inteoduced into Hobart, and thus those
trees have como ints moch demand smong the
apwyers, thouph hitherio they bave heen im »
meantira sparod. They are both splendid trees ;
bnt the beech, for elugance of folisge—that is to
say, in shape, densciess, sl for colour, which
vasies in overy abade from light orange, to & rich
dark glossy greon—has no equal in Australia. Iis
elegant sprays of leaven formi lovely lllﬂkillﬂ for
vasca of Howars, or gr\uimhn‘niu. It-t;ll to it=

teael that it in not wsed more to vary the m
Ef"t-hl Moreton Bay 1lg in our streets and parks, i!
TR pqqﬂ tait a8 o shade-giving tree,

'he prmeipal places of export tor timher ara tha
Huaon distriot, incliding 'rankifn, Honeywood (om
the Kermandee), and ‘l;'nri 'I.‘-rﬂlluh;f Iﬁa!t i= Pork
Fapsranoe, then Southpord, theass em
ﬁ:ﬁﬁm three sawmills, with pomo nf hhﬂnm
places. At Recherclie Bay thers 8 np mill, bat
gome hand work in done ; and the sama at Pors
Davy, which is a very remobs cistrict on the
extrema south of the islend. The timber js broaght
up from these places to Hobart Tomm in small
euttors or " crafts,” aa thoy are called, very much
like the oyster drodgers or horring keleh of the
British Channel.

Cnite & fiatilla of thoso small vesscls are smployed
in the trade, and the port of Hobart is principally
occupied with them, Were the expork of
timber to fail in Tavmanis, the harbour would lonk
barren indesd. There is & copniderable trade with
New Zerland ns woll as with Aostralia | the lormer
{aland sends timber, Kaori pine, (Dammars
Australis), to Teamanis, snd receives hardwoed
{blue gum and stringy-baik) in retarn.

The qunastion untnulliﬁ ariscs, whether bhe
of timber is likely to full. I have had the
of some of the most experienced sswmillers, sod
they were unanimous the supply is rapidly
decreasing. But this arises nok so ;rush from the
qynantity ouf sa from the absenoe of timber reserve,
where sawyar could o the sattlor, U
the nt [lHu'p Waate Lands Ach of Tesmanis,
the 24th seotion hinds the parchaser to reside for
fourteen upon the nd he selechs, and b0
improve it. Ha generally o s whare the bine gum
rows, as tho soil s thers of the best descriptios.
%n fullil the conditions of the Act, be "*ringe " sll the
standing timber—that is, be makes & deop incision
all ronnd the treo o that it may die. -In about
two ra the timber is thos rendered uiterly
wnrthm being Tulls of " puushakes,”" na the
irregulse  splitting and weathering ia
Tha eonscuncnce i, that there is daily groster

i
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irregular  splitting and weathering s Sermed.
Tha cousegnence i, that there is dail
Aifficulty experienced in finding suitabls 1t
young trees wore allowed to grow op fo -rpl,
those which had heen felled, the supply might be
popsidered inexhaustible. ok this @ nob the cass.
If the ground hos hoen at all well olesred kit
splisker or sawyer it in seired upom by tha
who grubs the stumps and destroys the saplings,
planting in place raspherry canes, current bushes,
and thoss fruits which, mext to timber, form the
principal sxport of the Huon.

YVot, in spite pf all these drawbacks, there is wiill
a considerable supply of timber in the foresta which
| can hardly be ever selocted, as the sorab i too
denne. I am informed that, judging from the srea
of laud worked over in the Hoon district for the
Taat thirty yeare, there is beyond s doobk s supply
for fity years of the same rate of produstion,

The ouly tn provent the wholesals destruo-
tion of the fimber will ba by proclaiming ressevas or
Stato forests, as thuy have dons in Victoria. This
in what the sawyera and splitters are orying out for,
but s yeot withogt sffect. [ do mot underiake fo
promaunce an opinion on & question which nw
Kﬁliﬁﬂl’u Aiffienltios w abls by ma, in

oes neom # mistakon liberty to allow selectors o
settla on land of great valne as a timber forest, buk
pseless for sgricultnre, until the wholo of tha
valgable timber ia ruthlessly destroyed. Ib sessms
to me that ae Jong as any available land ean be
tained, froe from timber, or with timber of
valua upon it, po sclector whoold be allowed
destroy the forests. The matter is ons which
Legislatnre should deal with prompily, or
{oreats of Tasmania, Eorh-nld End-l an
once wors, will soon be things of the past

1

Ezee

* Paididos the Taananian tree, which §s endemie,
thiepe mre only - two mors specivs of this curjons geaus
Wi, g ﬂ New Fenland aml the other in Dorneo,
=
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